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Honoring Our Past: Why are so many cities and states celebrating a new holiday?

Like millions of kids, 13-year-old Amara Hena will have a day off from school on
October 14, For decades, much of the country has celebrated *Columbus Day on the second
Monday in October. But Amara's school in Santa Fe, New Mexico, will be closed ( a ) a
different reason this year.

New Mexico has replaced Columbus Day { b ) *Indigenous Peoples' Day. The
holiday honors the native people who lived in America long before Christopher Columbus
jplanded. It is also a celebration of their *descendants who still live here — including Amara.
She is a member of a tribe of "Native Americans. “This is a *big deal to our people,” says
Amara. “We should be celebrated and { ¢ )"

In 1492, Columbus started out from Spain. He was looking ( d ) a faster route to
Asia, but he arrived in North America by naccident, He and his men explored several
islands nzar what is now called Florida,

It's sometimes said that wEColumbus “discovere;i“ America, but many indigenous people
had been living in ;) nearly every area of the continent for centuries.

Columbus's men treated Native Americans badly and it lasted hundreds of years. They
killed many native people and took their land or made them slaves,

Indigenous people continued to suffer as more *European settlers arrived. After the
United States became a country, the government repeatedly broke its promises with tribes
and took away their lands. Many Native Americans were also forced to (ayBive up their
culture, language, and way of life.

Today, more than 5 million Native Americans live in the 1.8, They belong to nearly 600
tribes or nations with their own histories and traditions. But some people have the (5;WIeng
idea that Native Americans are one group.

That ghas a lot to do with how indigenous people have been treated. Nearly all public
school students in the U.S. learn about Columbus, But far fewer learn about Native Americans.
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“We were never taught about our history and culture in school,” Amara says. “And it's
important to learn about indigencus peaples ( e ) that we are not forgotten.”

Derrick Lente hopes [ndigenous Peoples' Day will help to change that. He is a state
representative in New Mexico and he helped to make the holiday official in the state.

“We can’t change or erase history,” Lente says. “But with this holiday, kids will be able
to celebrate indigenous peoples in a bigger way.”

(“Honoring Our Past: Why are so many cities and states celebrating a new holiday?”,
Scholastic News, October 7, 2019, by Tricia Culligan:
https:#sn56.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/100719/honoring-our-past.html)
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t. A:lcouldn’t believe you ate two pieces of cake after that big dinner.

B:( }

‘What time did you go for dinner last night?

I couldn't either. ¥ guess I was really hungry after my workout.
Why don't we cook dinner together?

I love eating cake for breakiast.
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: How come you never go to baseball practice on Thursdays?

i )

[ss

T always enjoy going to practice.
There aren’t many people in my scheol who play baseball.
No, 1 don't like to go to practice on Thursdays.

(SRRSO

Because I have to look after my sister on Thursdays.
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: Where did you move to?

1 )

w

Just near Grant park. ] wanted te live in a relaxing area.
1 don't like to move around too much when it is hot outside,
My brother helped me move.

(SRORRSY

I don't understand why you want to move to the countryside.
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: Aren’'t you majoring in economics?

o ) 34

1 thought you were studying economics,

53}

Yes, | wanted to major in science,
I loved history when I was in high school.

®O D

No, I changed my major to physics last year.
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: Who are you going to Osaka with?
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FEwFA-—#EABR1/25 2023 £

(0 1 have never been to Osaka.

@ Yes, I want to go sightseeing near Osaka castle.
() Just by myself. I prefer to travel alone,

@ Steve told me that he went to Osaka,
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