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Raising a bilingual baby

There are many things to consider when we are expecting a baby: *diaper brands,
clothing, "bedding, and so on. T spent much of my time thinking about language before our
daughter Kaede was born. Mostly, T was researching a very important question: How do we
raise her to be *fluentin ( a ) English and Japanese?

Frank Smith, a language specialist, once said: "One language sets you in a *corridor for
life. Two languages opens every door along the way.” 1 think *language acquisition is an
issue ( b } most international families have to think of, For us, raising our daughter to be
fluent in English is (yimportant for the work, study and travel opportunities that the language
can provide. But it's alse (z)essemial for her to be able to communicate { ¢ ) the
Canadian side of our family.

1 discovered there are two main *schools of thought when it comes ( d ) raising
bilingual children: “minority language at home” and “,,,one person, one language.”

“Minority language at home” in our situation would mean our house would be an
English-only environment. This method seemed to make a lot of sense. Our daughter would
learn Japanese simply by growing up in Japan. Speaking only English at home would help to
expose her to another language.

But we felt there were a few problems with this plan, For ®one it would mean my wife
would not be able to speak her native language to our daughter and that didn’t seem fair.
No matter how fluent you are, it can feel different communicating in a foreign language, and
I wanted my wife to be able to speak to Kaede in Japanese.

We also thought this would be difficult to enforce. Would we have to (zban Japanese
TV shows and movies from our house? What would we do when my wife's family came to
visit?

In the ( e ), we decided on “one person, one language.” That means that I'll speak
only in English with my daughter and my wife will speak only Japanese with her. Because
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Kaede will be more exposed to Japanese than to Epglish. T'll have to make a little extra effort
to make sure she learns English.

This plan is also proving to be a challenge, as 1 often find myself wanting to speak
Japanese to Kaede when we are spending time with friends or family. (415l"’ this method is
highly recommended by language experts, and as long as 1 work bard at teaching her
English, there's a good (S)M Kaede will have many open doors to choose from later in

life.
{“Raising a bilingual baby,” The Japan Times Alpha Online, April 22, 2022, by Tansey, J.
https:#alpha.japantimes.co.)p/article/essay/202204/88855/)
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{a) @ between @ both @ either @ neither

(b) @ where ® which @ who @ whaose
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(c) @ after @ by
d) @ at @ in
{(e) ) beginning @ end
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(13 @ helpful

@ dangerous

(2 () convenient @ difficult

(3 @ bring @ cover

@) @ nevertheless @ since

{59 () experience @ fortune
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impossible @ valuable
easy @ necessary
prohibit @ prevent
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1. Japan once produced more silk than (

() other D another

2. The population of Tokyo is larger than (

A Osaka @ it of Osaka

3. Jane has a new piano of (

@ that @ which

4, 1am sorry to have kept you ( } so long.
@ wait @ waited

5, His boss insisted on ( ) for lunch.
@ paid @ paying

@ one of Osaka

) she is very proud.
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@ to wait
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1. Take off your coat and make { } at home.

{0 mysell @ us @ you @ yourself
2. ( } often than not he was absent from school.

@ Many @ More @ Most @ Much
3. Why don’t you apply ( ) that job?

@ by @ for @ on @ with
4. Who will ( } after the baby while they are out?

M care @ look @ take @ watch
5. The *deve stands } peace. tdove {1 H]

® of @ on @ with @ for

. He could have met the movie star _ [5]
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. All the students [1] attend this meeting.
@ should @ studying abroad @ interested
® whao are ® in
. My sister used [2] on in her room.
M fall @ with 3 asleep @ to & the light
. What we eat now (3] in the future,
@ somecffect (3 have @ wil @ our body & on
. 1 would like to [4] evening.
@ a @ book @ for three @ table ® for this

@ he @ come @ had @ us ® with




76 2023 FE RFE MFELFA-—MABIR1/26

BOL~52B0T, A BAERESECA5E30~@rhothenl o%HU, B
AAEEL,

=

: John said he didn’t need to borrow my car tomarrow,
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How old is your car?

Doesn't John work at a car company?

Great, Then let’s drive to the beach.

No, I don't think you should lend him your car.
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: How do you like your new part-time job?
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[ didn't want to get a job, but I needed the money.
1t is fantastic. I hope that I can keep working there after I graduate.
If you try hard, you can find a new job.

e

Yes, 1 do. [ like my new job very much.
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: Is there any room in the trunk for ancther suitcase?

! )
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[ want to buy another two suitcases.

There are five rooms in my house.

I think there should be.

Yes, [ always lock the trunk when I put a suitcase in there.
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: Would you like to go fishing with us on Sunday?

s ) 34

No, [ never eat fish in a restaurant,

w

Sounds great. What time do you want to meet?
How often do you go fishing?

(ORORORS)

I would rather go fishing at the river.
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: 1t will take a long time to finish this presentation, won't it?

B:( )
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No, [ don’t know how to use presentation software.

Probably. The teacher wants it to be at least five minutes leng.
Yes, [ think there is going to be a presentation in class next week,
No, it will take us a very long time.
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